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EOLLOWING SENT ACTION NEW DELHI EROM CALCUTTA 
DATED JUNE 28 REPT TO YOU EOR ACTION 

QUOTE 
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SUBJECT: RET .EASE OE POLITICAL PRISONERS 

REP: NEW DELHI 8910 

1. AS PROMISED DURING THE STATE ASSEMBLY CAMPAIGN, THE NEW 
CHILE MINISTER OE WEST BENGAL, JOYOTI BASUE, HAS MADE THE 
RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS, INCLUDING NAXALITES, ONE OE 
HIS EIRST ORDERS OE BUSINESS. SOME POLITICAL PRISONERS HAD 
ALREADY BEEN RT, EASED ALTER THE EORMATION OE THE JANATA 
GOVERNMENT IN DELHI, BUT WE HAVE HEARD EROM SENIOR MEMBERS OE 
CALCUTTA POLICE EORCE OVER THIS WEEKEND THAT NOW ALL 
POLITICAL PRISONERS ARE TO BE RELEASED. THIS WILL IN- 
CLUDE NAXALITES WHO HAVE BEEN TRIED, EOUND GUILTY AND SEN- 
TENCED TO LONG TERMS OE RIGOROUS IMPRISONMENT EOR PREMEDI- 
TATED MURDER. POLICE SOURCES ARE NOT SURE HOW MANY POLITICAL 
PRISONERS HAVE ALREADY BEEN RELEASED SINCE MANY COMMON 
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CRIMINALS ARE STATING THAT THEY ARE NAXALITES TO GET OUT 
OE PRISON. 

2. ANANDA BAZAR OP JUNE 26 STATES THAT THERE ARE 718 
POLITICAL PRISONERS STILL HELD IN WEST BENGAL, OP WHICH LIVE 
HUNDRED ARE NAXALITES OP THE 718, 74 ARE REPORTEDLY MISA 
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DETAINEES, 281 CONVICTED PRISONERS AND 426 UNDER TRIAL. 

OEFICERS ADVISE THAT THERE ARE ARE SPECIAL LEGAL DIFEICULTIES 
IN RELEASING NAXALITES WHO ARE UNDER TRIAL, UNDER PRISON 
SENTENCE, OR WANTED IN OTHER STATES. IN THESE CASES THE 
GOVERNMENT MUST OBTAIN RESPECTIVELY PERMISSION OE THE 
COURT, A PARDON OR AGREEMENT EROM THE CONCERNED STATES. 
NEVERTHELESS POLICE SOURCES ALL EXPECT THE NAXALITES TO BE 
RELEASED IN THE IMMEDIATE EUTURE. ONE SOURCE STATES THAT 70 
PERCENT OF THE NAXALITES AND ALMOST ALL OTHER POLITICAL 
PRISONERS HAVE BEEN RELEASED. 

3. POLICE AUTORITIES ARE CONCERNED BY THE RELEASE OE THE 
NAXALITES AND STATE THAT THE RECENT OUTBREAK OE ROBBERY AND 
LOOTING ON THE OUTSKIRTS OE CALCUTTA IS A DIRECT RESULT OE 
THEIR RELEASE. WHILE POLICE AUTHORITIES NOTE THAT THE NAX- 
ALITES ARE RESPONSIBLE EOR ONLY AN OCCASSIONAL ROBBERY, 

LOCAL POLICE ARE WARY OF INTERFERING IN ORDINARY CRIMINAL 
ACTIVITY BECAUSE OE POSSIBLE NAXALITE INVOLVEMENT. ONE 
SENIOR POLICE OEEICER WHO WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN SUPPRESSING 
THE NAXALITES TOLD CONOEF THAT THE NAXALITE ORGANIZATION 
WAS STILL SHAKEN BY ITS LACK OE LEADERSHIP AND THE INEUSTION 
OE RADICAL NAXALITES WHO HAD BEEN RECENTLY RELASED EROM 
PRISON. HE WAS OBVIOUSLY DISTURBED BY A RECENT CALCUTTA 
POLICE INTELLIGENCE BRANCH REPORT THAT THE NAXALITES WERE 
ORGANIZING IN AND AROUND JADAVPUR UNIVERSITY, WHERE STUDENTS 
WERE SAID TO BE "UNSETTLED." 
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4. WHILE CHIEE MINISTER HAS STATED THAT CPOLITICAL 
VIOLENCE WILL NOT RPT NOT BE TOLERATED, POLICE SOURCES ARE 
CONCERNED THAT HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO CONTROL THE RADICAL 
ELEMENTS WITHIN THE NAXALITS AND THAT BECAUSE OE LACK OE 
CONEIDENCE IN THE MINISTRY, THE LOCAL POLICE THEMSELVES 
MAY BE UNWILLING TO ACT AGAINST THE NAXALITES .LIEBOWITH 
UNQUOTE 

GOHEEN 
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